Fast neutron therapy for inoperable or recurrent sacrococcygeal chordomas.
Between 1981 and 1994, 13 patients were referred to the Orleans neutrontherapy department with inoperable or recurrent pelvic chordomas. One patient who had already been irradiated refused the treatment, fearing complications. Among the 12 patients suitable for evaluation, ten had undergone one to five previous surgical operations. The time lapse between the last surgical operation and neutrontherapy was 13 months. Neutrons were used alone or as a boost depending on the tumor volume or treatment purpose. At four years, crude survival and local control probability (Kaplan-Meier) were 61 and 54% respectively. This small series suggests that fast neutrontherapy can provide a good alternative for the treatment of inoperable sacral chordomas.